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DRAET

- 20 June 1977.

‘; MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM. i Deputy to ‘the DCI for National Intelligence
SUBJECT © ¢ Senate Select Committee, Public Statement on.

b The National Intelligence Estimates - B Team
Episode Concerning Soviet Strateg1c Capabilities
and Objactives

V. Action Requested'--kpprovat of the attached-letter to Senator

_ Stevenson on the draft pub11c statement. The 1etter

S |

* —-confirms that the draft does not requaire changes to
protect sources and methods,
-~suggests changes for accuracy and clarity,
:‘uareoommenos that the.COmmitteé reconsider 1ts decision to -
1ssue a public statement. o

ackground-’ The DCI commented on and made suggestions for

changes to the final draft of ‘the c1assified Committee report, attachment.
2. A]] of the DCI soggestions were not accommodated in the finaT version

- of the’ Committee report, attachment 3.

Staff Coordination. The proposed letter to Senator Stevenson

. has been coordinated with the DDI, Director of Performance Eva]uation and

Improvement, IC Staff and the NIO/SP.

4. Recommendation: That you sign the attached 1etter

Robert R. Bowle

" -Attachments:
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The Honorable Adlat E.. Stevenson Lo - -
Chairman ‘

Subcommittee on Collection, Production and Quality

Selact Committee on Intelligence

Unfted States Senate '

MWashington, 0. C. 20310

,Dea? Senator Stevenson'

s a——

' The sanitized draft statement on the Committee's recent report, I

j"The National Inte]lfgence Estimates - B Team Episode Concerning Soviet
Strategic Capabi?ities and Objectives" has been reviewed as requested in
your letter of June 15, 1977 The draft statement does not require any
changes prior to pub?ic re]ease 1n order to protect 1ntelligence methods
and sources, - , '

My Tetter of May 11, 1977 commenting on the classifted version of
the Committee s draft report. forwarded a number of _suggested changes

pertaining to accuracy and clarity of the report. ‘Based on these

'suggestions the following changes are proposed 1n the unc]assified

'Statement for reasons of accuracy and clarity.

=~The last sentence of the third paragraph.on pagé 4 of the
‘draft Statement does not accurately describe the ro1e of tha DCI
in the experiment. It 1s sugges ted that the two sentences of this
- paragraph be revised to read as fo]?aws'
' “Responding to PFIAB 1nit1at1ves. the new DCI, Mr,

George Bush, consented to the experiment, and by June 1976,
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: the.?FIAB and the DCI had worked out ground rules for a
R competitive assessment experfment. The DCI, through his
R representatives, supervised the conduct of the NIE - B Team

eﬁperiment, although members of the PFIAB were called upon’

to assist 1n the selection of members of the three B Téams."
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'c1ear that the scope of the NIE did not ca11 for covevage of many
of the subjects which the Committee finds were not adequate1y |
- - ;'treated. 1t 1s_suggested that the third sentence be revised to _
- read as follows: | - o
ugecguse'of'its narrow pﬁrpose and scope, the NfE does
© not address the quest{oﬁ of how Soviet.strategic weapons
| N . davelopment fits into the entive panoply of Soviét dohesfic,

military. diplomatic, economic and other world efforts."

-improving the preparatioq{ of national intelligence as conveyed in its

. serve to stimulate additional tendentidus and largely uninformed debate

- oA - . =¥ -
ah o c i v ' Eoeoo .. .

-~F1na11y, while-I-have-appraciated having-the-views -of- the~eemn%ttee Of

cl¢ssif1éd vrepbrt._l recommend that the Comm%tteﬁgﬁns1der its decision

to 1ssue a public Statement on the report. I believe the Statement will

TG SEEORT PATAGRADR OR”jAGE 6 67 thE StATEREIT $houTd ks T

"'on the estimating process, the estimating record and on current substantive

1ssues. Some members of the three B-Teams may feel obliged to take issue

: with the explicit and 1mplied findings of the Committee that they were

subject to pressures of the political arenaf or that their views were
1ack1ng in objectivity. 1 realize that the subjects covered in the

*The flndlngs of a prestigious Congressional committee that - -

‘policymakers and intelligence agencies are preoccupied with

‘strategie-weapons could stimulate tinconstrucive controversy
about current US SALT TWO proposals.
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'Commﬂ:.tee's draft Statement not only are of importance to U;S. polfcy,

but also were afred in the public media. Nevertheless, .I believe the ._

puﬁposes of the Commi tg:ee will be best served by no_t issuing a public
Statement 6:) its report. |

Yours sincerely,

STANSFIELD TURNER
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